International Mountain Day

Conserving hill b10d1ver51ty dauntlng task: Experts

B RAVICHANDRAN | DC
OOTY, DEC. 10

While the world observes
the 'International Moun-
tain Day' on Friday (today)
under the theme 'Moun-
tain Bio-diversity', the
'Greens' here feel that bio-
diversity conservation in
the Nilgiris is a mounting
task as various factors
including climate change
and global warming, add
to the growing challenges

in conservation efforts in - |

mountains.

Field  Officer, CPR
Environmental Education
Centre here, M

Kumaravelu, said that the
Nilgiris which is core cen-
tre of the Nilgiri
Biosphere Reserve (NBR),
the first of its kind in the
country, is home to about
3,300 species of flora, over
100 species of mammals,
350 species of birds, 80
species of reptiles and
amphibians, 300 species of
butterflies and innumer-
able vertebrates. Quite a
few species among this
flora and fauna are endem-
ic. This speaks volumes
about the rich mountain
biodiversity in the NBR.
Added to this is the diver-
sity of tribal communities
and local indigenous com-
munities like the Badagas.

“Conservation is already
a daunting task in the
Nilgiris where unplanned
development activities,
encroachments, degrada-

Toda tribesmen staging their cultural dance in the alluring environs at a toda hamlet

near Ooty.

tion of the existing eco-
systems, growing concrete
culture, migration of local
communities in search of
jobs, are the issues to be
addressed. Though the
Nilgiris is known for its
glorious wetland ecosys-
tem and the unique grass-
land Shola forest ecosys-
tem, many of these eco-
system which sustain var-
ious flora and fauna have
vanished across the hills,
as only in a few pockets
such valuable ecosystems

are found now. The nature
and jungle dependent cul-
ture of the native commu-
nities also have changed
over the times. Most of the
eco-destruction and habi-
tat loss is due to
unplanned developmental
activities and mushroom-
ing of concrete jungles.
Unless this eco-destruc-
tion trend is stopped, the
mountain  bio-diversity
conservation efforts will
be in peril,” he added.

The need of the hour is

to enact stringent moun-
tain biodiversity conser-
vation laws to protect
what is left in the hills to
ensure that the existing
species of flora and fauna
do thrive. In the present
scenario, the threat from
global warming and cli-
mate change also pose a
big threat to mountain bio-
diversity. A detailed study
is to be initiated to docu-
ment the micro-climatic
changes in different
ecosystems, and the disap-

pearance of the fragile
species in different micro-

climatic zones. This will -

help plan for better biodi-
versity conservation
strategies to protect the
existing bio-diversity, and

to retrieve the lost habi-

tats, advocated
Kumaravel.
Managing trustee,

Nilgiris Environment and
Socio-cultural Trust, V
Sivadass, said that in the
technology-oriented cyber
era, one still needs to

learn from the tribal com- -
munities and other indige- =
nous communities about -
the ancient conservation :
methods of medicinal and =

herbal plants which is =
generally rich in the hills. !

“The recent rainfall pat-
tern shows that certainly

there is a difference which

is more harmful than help- -

ful. The heavy rains would - -

not only lead to soil ero-
sion, but also inflict dam-
age to the local eco-sys-
tems leading to the vanish-
ing of certain endemic
micro-flora which are
helpful in soil health and
slope stability Impetus
should be given to grow
native plant species and
try to find out ways and
means to eradicate the
invasive and exotic
species, or otherwise that
would play havoc with
wildlife health and origi-
nality of the mountain
biodiversity,”  Sivadass
added.
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